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6.500 BETA

Improvements:
Macros
· Macros can now be organized in a TreeView fashion. You can create Folders to group macros together. Each Folder can be commented. Each Macro can be commented and each macro line within the macro itself can be commented.
· Macro steps themselves can be dragged and dropped to reorder the macros contents.
· Macros are now “saved on the fly” as you edit them for quicker and easier editing.
· Macros can be copied and pasted in the tree.
· Macros can support delays expressed in Hours, Minutes and Seconds instead of only Seconds. Partials can be entered. For example you can enter 1.5 Hours which it will automatically convert to 1 hour and 30 minutes and display it as such.

· A maximum delay of 99hours is allowed for. Anything more can simply be entered as more than one delay.
· Areas and Presets in Macros are preceded by their Area number in the drop down list even if they have an English name. Previously they weren’t and this made things hard to find if you were looking for a specific Area number.
Scheduler

· The Genisys Style Scheduler has been added which is considerably more powerful and easier to use. The Scheduler also shows you the ‘next time’ a particular recurring schedule will occur and so at a glance you can see what will actually run that day, or the next etc.
Direct Control
· Directcontrol now explicitly requests Areas rather than using Cache, which is useful for diagnostics and less confusing for techs.

· It now shows that it is requesting and whether it receives a response or not.

· It now shows status of an area both as a numeric, as well as text if available, on two separate lines

Compact/Repair and Recovery

· The Genisys Style Compact/Repair code has been added. (With some specific changes)
· ControlSoft.MDB and MonitorLog.MDB are now located in the “..\Master” Folder and are therefore separated from the ControlSoft directory making them easier to find.
· The Genisys Style 7 day rolling backup code has been introduced. Files are stored in the “..\SystemBackup” folder.
· ControlSoft can now auto Rollback to the previous days databases should it not be able to compact or open the existing one in the Master Folder for whatever reason.
· Controlsoft now supports using a base database template so that if no backups or databases exist, it will create the \master directory and populate it with a blank database to begin with.
Hidden Buttons

· Front Panel buttons can now be individually marked as Hidden, giving you some scope for customizing the front screen layout
Planview

· Planview has a cleaner look by removing all buttons and moving them to a menu system from the titlebar.

· Planview now keeps all of its drawings in the “..\planview drawings” folder. Regardless of where the user browses to source drawings, they are copied to this folder. This means that if files are moved to another computer that the drawings are always expected in the same place.

· Improvements have been made in redraw speed.

· Icons and Indicators can be moved using the Cursor keys for precision placement. Holding the Shift key while using the cursor keys provides faster movement.
Auto Database Upgrade!
· From now on there should be no need to send a database back for upgrading. A new build can be applied and will automatically upgrade the database to suit.

Comms

· Comms now supports 16 Com Ports as per Controlsoft Server and “pre-tests” each port to see which are available. Those that are not available are denoted as such by placing an “x” alongside their port number.
· The IP numbers entered into Config Comms are checked for being a valid quad.

· The Local IP defaults to the hardware’s local IP if an invalid one is entered. This is saved to the registry and so will not continue to nag about being an invalid local IP.
· Comms window has been more clearly laid out to make it easier to understand.

Checking/Filtering of Invalid Characters such as “’/?&*  etc.
· If Area Name and Channel Names are imported via an Excel Spreadsheet, invalid characters are automatically stripped out.

· The following areas are checked for invalid characters before being saved:

· Area Names

· Preset Names 

· Channel Names

· Config Password

· Macro names

· Event Names

· Custom Codes

· Emails Names (it does not strip out characters from the email address, subject or message)
Registration
· The registration process has been simplified by providing an ‘email request’ button. This button opens an new mail message on the users system and populates the subject and message area with all the required details to email to their dealer.
General Look

· The main screen has larger, easier to see, and easier to click icons.

· Fixed a problem whereby the “Licensed to:” label in the status bar would drop by a few millimeters and obscure the status window.

· The Config Screen has been given a face-lift and has had more tabs added to more clearly find and group things together. In particular the Comms Window has been better laid out to make it clearer to understand.

· The Button Assignment window has been tidied up a little so that when you are not looking at the “advanced” view, the window is narrower and is made to fit only what it is displaying.
· All forms now have Arial style font throughout.

· All forms have been checked for their ability to be resized/minimized etc and where appropriate many have been converted to true “Dialog box” child windows rather than fully fledged Windows Forms.
· Most unused and superseded forms have been stripped from the code.

· New Controlsoft Logo, title screen and Background has been implemented
ControlSoftServer 
· ControlSoftServer now maintains knowledge about Area/Presets status and when a client logs on can instantly update all clients over TCP/IP without the need for the client to request individual area status

· From the File>Options menu, you can select if ControlSoftServer will minimize on startup or not.

· From the File>Options menu you can select if the Area Diagnositcs grid is visible or not.

· When ControlSoftServer is minimized, it is removed from the taskbar and instead only appears in the system tray as an icon. Double clicking the icon restores ControlSoftServer to the desktop.

· The main screen is now sizable.

· There is an Area Diagnostics Grid which shows activity in an area. Clicking on it provides a larger screen showing Area status at a glance as well as direct control over that Area by right clicking on the Area you are interested in.

· The comms windows is now colour coded for some types of messages and can show checksum errors or bad messages. It also inserts a Heartbeat line every 10 minutes. The Heartbeat does not have a function as such, but is used simply as a time marker, making it easier to see periods of activity when scrolling.
· Importantly, the comms window now discerns between a message that came from IP (via a client) or from the 485 Dynet network. It also correctly shows the origin of the IP client that initiated the message

· IP routing across the Internet from Client to Server and vice-versa now resolves correctly.
To Do List:  (these things are being investigated but will not necessarily be included)
Conditional Logic with in Macros with variables etc.
Scheduler to have a list of “public holidays” or others which can be used either to schedule events, or to use as an exception for other schedules.  E.g.  Every Tuesday except pubic holidays. Or Simply on public holidays.
Sizable and movable buttons on Front main screen.

The ability to add screens to “jump to” from buttons.

Incorporation of buttons into Planview.

Wildcards in Custom Codes Events.  (equiv to a StartTask)
File Open Browse to another ControlSoft Project. (this has inherent issues with the location of files, locking and compact repair etc.  e.g. who is the “master” and so on)

Finishing the IP protocol between AMX(or other sockets based IP Comms) and ControlSoft Server, for easy interaction between the two.  (this is partially done, contact me if you need details)
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